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MURESK CAMPUS � CURTIN SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT 

740. Mr M.P. MURRAY to the Minister for Regional Development:  

The issue I wish to raise may be of no consequence to the members of the government and the National Party, 
but I am sure the Muresk graduate on our side of the house, the member for Gosnells, is keen for me to ask this 
question. 

(1) Does the minister support the closure of Curtin University of Technology�s internationally recognised 
Muresk campus?  

(2) What talks has the minister had with the Minister for Education on the closure of that campus?  

(3) Why can he not use the royalties for regions funds to support this icon of regional Western Australia?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 
(1)-(3) I thank the member for Collie-Preston for the question. He is quite right; Curtin University�s express 

desire with regard to the Muresk campus is very concerning to, I think, all members of this house. We 
are concerned that enrolments have dropped. That drop in enrolments has something to do with some of 
the comments the Premier made recently that our universities should be working together and not 
working against each other. At the moment, there are three agricultural streams among the three 
universities. That has probably led to a decrease in the number of students studying at Muresk, which 
has led to this situation.  

I make a commitment to the member for Collie-Preston, and to all members, that we are currently very 
much engaged in looking at future opportunities for the Curtin School of Agriculture and Environment 
at Muresk. I have met with the Muresk campus, and other members of Parliament. The Minister for 
Agriculture and Food and the Minister for Education are strongly engaged in making sure we can move 
forward. Everyone needs to understand that Curtin cannot simply exit the Muresk campus; it needs to 
go through a process. The member will also be aware, I am sure, that Curtin receives less of a regional 
loading for its campus at Muresk than do campuses in the eastern states that are much more 
metropolitan focused than Muresk.  

Mr C.J. Tallentire: Ag students are paid the top rate. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: No, there is a loading for regional campuses. My understanding is that a campus not too far 
from Sydney gets a 40 per cent loading and that Muresk gets a five per cent loading. 

Mr M.P. Murray: Are you going to address that? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: We certainly are, but the member�s advocacy to Julia Gillard would be very helpful on this, 
and maybe the Leader of the Opposition could also take up this issue, because whether it is Curtin � 

Mr E.S. Ripper: The regional loading issue, yes. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The regional loading issue is very important. It would be good to have some recognition 
from Julia Gillard that that is part of the problem with Muresk. A multitude of problems need to be addressed. 
We will certainly do it. In fact, while I was in India, I had conversations with industry groups as well as the 
Australian High Commission about safe studying environments for international students. I suggested that there 
could be major opportunities at Muresk, with its agricultural focus, and we will continue to look at that. 
Members will also be aware that we have just announced the establishment of the aviation flight training school 
at Northam. It is also looking to utilise the Muresk campus for both accommodation and courses. We are looking 
at many different innovative ways to ensure that tertiary education continues to be made available at Muresk. 

The SPEAKER: Members, before we go any further, I draw your attention to the presence in the Speaker�s 
gallery of the former member for Dawesville, Mr Arthur Marshall, and his wife, Helen. Welcome.  

[Applause.] 
 


